
 LESSON
One of the most famous acts of courage in the Bible is seen in David’s slewing of a 
Philistine giant. Goliath, the mighty warrior, and tormentor of Israel, must’ve wondered who on earth 
this young upstart was. As they stood face to face, he was about to find out…!

EXPLANATION
David was no respecter of reputations, and for sure, he was unwilling to allow a godless man – a 
huge godless man – make sport of him or his God! The story of David versus Goliath is so well known 
that we’ll highlight just a few aspects as the story unfolds. But, if you’re not familiar with this awesome 
display of man’s courage and God’s power, check out the 
Old Testament book of 1 Samuel, chapter 17. You might just be 
inspired to face, fight and overcome your own giants! 
	 •  David stood when it would’ve been tempting to flee
	 •  David stood within spear shot of a man almost twice 	
 	     his size
	 •  David was taunted by Goliath 
	 •  David stood against evil and wickedness (spiritually /  	
	     ethically / morally). Read James 4:7, Ephesians 5:11 and 6:13 for additional insights
	 •  David succeeded when everyone else thought he would/could not
	 •  David was a courageous leader, but he wasn’t careless. He was prepared (sling shot and 
	     stones!)
	 •  David was faithful in doing the tasks given to him, and did not seek the limelight. He served 
	     his father faithfully as a shepherd. Though monotonous, he learned to be a man of God by 
	     doing things well and right when no one else was around to check up on him. 

APPLICATION 
Two quotes should equip and inspire us to be courageous leaders for Christ. We serve a mighty God. 
His strength is sufficient when we are weak. The enabling power of the Holy Spirit living within the 
believer is our refuge and our shield. Allow Him to speak through you and marvel at the giants – the 
obstacles – you’re able to overcome because God is on your side!
	 •  “We gain strength, courage and confidence by every 	
	     experience in which you really stop to look fear in the face. 	
	     You are able to say to yourself, ‘I lived through this horror. 
	     I can take the next thing that comes along.’ You must do 
	     the thing you think you cannot do.” (Eleanor Roosevelt) 
	 •  He who loses wealth loses much; he who loses a friend loses 
	     more; but he who loses courage loses all. (Miguel De 
	     Cervantes)

DIRECTION
“God did not give us a spirit of fear but of power, love and self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7)
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