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LEADERSHIP LESSON #4 -

LESSON pI|=4

Doing the right thing when it costs something is the essence of true heroism.
It is also a mark of a great leader. When you choose to take a stand for what is right at the risk
of losing what is precious to you, then you have become a leader worth following.

EXPLANATION

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego were considered the brightest
and best young men in Jerusalem when they were taken as slaves
to Babylon in 606 BC. Their leadership and administrative skills saw
them elevated to places of prominence in the empire, allowing
them access to King Nebuchadnezzar and having all their needs
met. They were set for life, and had absolutely nothing to gain by
challenging their new king. But that's exactly what they did! When
Nebuchadnezzar ordered them (and everyone else) to bow down
and worship an image of gold outside the city, they point blank refused. Their
ultimate allegiance was to their invisible King, not King Nebuchadnezzar, and they would not
compromise. In his fury, the king ordered Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego to be thrown
into a fiery furnace! Here's what happened next:
* The furnace was heated 7 times hotter than usual and Shadrach, Meshach and
Abednego were tied up and thrown into the blazing fire
* When the King looked inside the furnace, he saw 4 men
walking around unharmed and unbound
* As predicted by Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, God
delivered them from Nebuchadnezzar's hand. They
emerged from the furnace unharmed (Daniel 3: 28-30)
* Inrefusing fo compromise, they gained moral authority and
influence with the king. Their consistency between belief
and action — conviction and behavior — was evident to all.

APPLICATION

Compromise — no matter how small — erodes our relationship with God. After your first
lie, can you be trusted againg The same with compromise. Can God trust with greater
responsibilities if you falter in the small (unnoticeable) tasks He gives you?e While taking
a stand for what is right may be costly in the short term, the immeasurable gain of
living with integrity and above reproach is priceless!

DIRECTION

“The integrity of the upright will guide them, but the crookedness of the treacherous
will destroy them.” (Proverbs 11:3)
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