FOR HIS GLgg S

SPORTS QUEST
&
®

LEADERSHIP LESSON #3 -

\ J
LESSON S
4 ?gALM ”S.«,

According to R. Ruth Barton, “We set young leaders up for a fall if we
encourage them to envision what they can do before they consider the kind of person they
should be.” In other words, a person’s leadership may be crippled if they do not recognize
the need for good and Godly character. And while it's true that character is not essential for
leadership, it is also tfrue that character is what makes a leader worth following.

EXPLANATION

There is a direct correlation between leadership and character.
According to British Field Marshal, Bernard Montgomery,
“Leadership is the capacity and will to rally men and women to a
common purpose and the character which inspires confidence”
(Character inspires others to follow. Abraham Lincoln once
said, “Character is like a tfree and reputation like its shadow. The
shadow is what we think of it; the free is the real thing.” A further
investigation of character reveals:
* Characteris what you do when no one else is looking
» Godly leaders display character by deciding ahead of
time what is non-negotiable as it relates to right and
wrong. Their decision centers on Scripture — on what God
says is right or wrong, ethical or unethical, to be pursued or abandoned
» Godly character is consistently doing the right thing at the right time in the
right way for the right reason, regardless of the cost

APPLICATION

Characteris a critical part of Godly leadership. A leader must
recognize his role and responsibility as an ambassador for

Christ, and use his influence to reflect the heart and character
of the Savior. Leaders (and all believers) are called to live in
harmony with God’'s own moral character, and are exhorted

to demonstrate a transformed life, empowered and equipped
by the Holy Spirit. Godly character should not only point others
to Him, but also encourage believers to stand for what is right,
honorable and true. The Godly leader must constantly pray, “Lord,
give me the wisdom to know what's right and the courage to do
what's right, even when it's hard.”

DIRECTION

“The integrity of the upright will guide them, but the crookedness of the freacherous will
destroy them.” (Proverbs 11:3)
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