
 LESSON
God’s choice of leader often appears to be at odds with the kind of person 
we would choose. Powerful orator, strong physical presence, confident and assured – these 
are just some of the qualities we’d likely check as “must have’s” for leadership. Not so with 
God! His man/woman often defies human logic. Many times, His selection goes against the 
grain of public opinion; God’s chosen instrument for leadership may in fact be “in spite” of 
the leader himself! 
 
 

EXPLANATION
At first glance, Timothy does not possess true leadership material. 
Though grounded in the Word of God from an early age (2 Timothy 3:15) 
and exhibiting the gift of evangelism (2 Timothy 4:5), Timothy appeared 
to struggle in 2 distinct areas: sensitivity to his youthfulness and a 
somewhat hesitant and reserved personality. How easy it is to think that 
our age and/or lack of experience somehow disqualifies us from being 
used in a leadership role by God. Even more so, the fear of stepping up 
or stepping out of our comfort zone may bring insecurity at best and debilitation at worst. Yet 
young, fearful Timothy become a leader of men and a true herald of the Gospel. Here’s a 
couple of reasons why: 
	 •  Timothy had learned to be a good follower before becoming a great leader. He 
earned the right to lead because he understood the tremendous value of walking in the 
footsteps of an already accomplished (and respected) leader. Timothy enjoyed Paul’s 
constant instruction (2 Timothy 2:3; 3:14) and he intuitively followed the principle of imitating 
before innovating 
	 •  Timothy allowed the Holy Spirit to equip him for the daunting tasks he faced. He 
recognized that only through His empowering could effective leadership take place. Paul’s 
encouragement reminds Timothy that, “God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of 
power, of love and of self-discipline” (2 Timothy 1:7)   
 

APPLICATION 
Youthfulness and fear are not obstacles for God. 
Remember, God equips leaders – Leaders obey His call 
to lead 

 

DIRECTION
“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for 
the believers in speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12)

LEADERSHIP LESSON #2 - TIMOTHY

“Sharing biblical truths to reach, teach & encourage next generation leaders through soccer”
PLATFORM  •  PROCESS  •  PATHWAY


